Chapter VIII
DECENTRALIZATION AND SELF-GOVERNMENT
HPHE Anarchists propose that the state should be
JL abolished;- and in so far as it serves as the instrument
by means of which the ruling class preserves its privileges,
in so far as it is a device for enabling paranoiacs to satisfy
their lust for power and carry out their crazy dreams of
glory, the state is obviously worthy of abolition. But iti
complex societies like our own the state has certain other
and more useful functions to perform. It is clear, for
example, that in any such society, there must be some
organization responsible for co-ordinating the activities of
the various constituent groups ; clear, too, that there must
be a body to which is delegated the power of acting in the
name of the society as a whole. If the word 'state5 is too
unpleasantly associated with ideas of domestic oppression
and foreign war, with irresponsible domination and no less
irresponsible submission, then by all means let us call the
necessary social machinery by some other name. For the
present there is no general agreement as to what that name
should be; I shall therefore go on using the bad old word,
until some better one is invented.
From what has been said in the preceding chapters it is
clear that no economic reform, however intrinsically desir-
able, can lead to desirable changes in individuals and the
society they constitute, unless it is carried through in a
desirable context and by desirable mejiods. So far as the
state is concerned, the desirable context for reform is de-
centralization and self-government all round. The desirable
methods for enacting reform are the methods of non-violence.
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